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(57) ABSTRACT

Technologies for improving platform initialization on a com-
puting device include beginning initialization of a platform of
the computing device using a basic input/output system
(BIOS) of the computing device. A security co-processor
driver module adds a security co-processor command to a
command list when a security processor command is received
from the BIOS module. The computing device establishes a
periodic interrupt of the initialization of the platform to query
the security co-processor regarding the availability of a
response to a previously submitted security co-processor
command, forward any responses received by the security
co-processor driver module to the BIOS module, and submit
the next security co-processor command in the command list
to the security co-processor.
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1
SECURITY CO-PROCESSOR BOOT
PERFORMANCE

BACKGROUND

Trusted platform modules (TPM) and other security co-
processors are commonly used to enhance the security of a
computing device. Such security co-processors typically per-
form various cryptographic functions and are often used to
attest to the integrity of a platform. Additionally, because
security co-processors are generally capable of performing
cryptographic procedures, they are in some circumstances
used to offload those cryptographic procedures from the main
processor of the computing device.

In today’s society, speed is fundamental to a consumer’s
enjoyment of various computing devices. For example, ultra-
books have emerged on the market with a central focus on an
increased boot speed compared to standard notebook com-
puters. Further, some standards for operating systems and
computer platforms require manufactures to pay attention to
boot speed by, for example, requiring the computing device to
complete Unified Extensible Firmware Interface (UEFI)
basic input/output system (BIOS) Power-On Self-Test
(POST) in only a couple seconds. Those standards ensure that
computing devices boot quickly and that there is minimal
downtime associated with server reboots. Further, the latency
associated with booting a typical TPM is significant, which is
contrary to those standards.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The concepts described herein are illustrated by way of
example and not by way of limitation in the accompanying
figures. For simplicity and clarity of illustration, elements
illustrated in the figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.
Where considered appropriate, reference labels have been
repeated among the figures to indicate corresponding or
analogous elements.

FIG.1 is a simplified block diagram of at least one embodi-
ment of a computing device for improving platform initial-
ization;

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of at least one embodi-
ment of an environment of the computing device of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3 and 4 are a simplified flow diagram of at least one
embodiment of a method for improving platform initializa-
tion on the computing device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a simplified flow diagram of a boot flow for the
computing device of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 is a simplified flow diagram of a boot flow for a
traditional system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the concepts of the present disclosure are suscep-
tible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific
embodiments thereof have been shown by way of example in
the drawings and will be described herein in detail. It should
be understood, however, that there is no intent to limit the
concepts of the present disclosure to the particular forms
disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives consistent with
the present disclosure and the appended claims.

References in the specification to “one embodiment,” “an
embodiment,” “an illustrative embodiment,” etc., indicate
that the embodiment described may include a particular fea-
ture, structure, or characteristic, but every embodiment may
or may not necessarily include that particular feature, struc-
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ture, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not neces-
sarily referring to the same embodiment. Further, when a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with an embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the knowledge of one skilled in the art to effect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
embodiments whether or not explicitly described.

The disclosed embodiments may be implemented, in some
cases, in hardware, firmware, software, or any combination
thereof. The disclosed embodiments may also be imple-
mented as instructions carried by or stored on a transitory or
non-transitory machine-readable (e.g., computer-readable)
storage medium, which may be read and executed by one or
more processors. A machine-readable storage medium may
be embodied as any storage device, mechanism, or other
physical structure for storing or transmitting information in a
form readable by a machine (e.g., a volatile or non-volatile
memory, a media disc, or other media device).

In the drawings, some structural or method features may be
shown in specific arrangements and/or orderings. However, it
should be appreciated that such specific arrangements and/or
orderings may not be required. Rather, in some embodiments,
such features may be arranged in a different manner and/or
order than shown in the illustrative figures. Additionally, the
inclusion of a structural or method feature in a particular
figure is not meant to imply that such feature is required in all
embodiments and, in some embodiments, may not be
included or may be combined with other features. Referring
now to FIG. 1, in the illustrative embodiment, a computing
device 100 for improved platform initialization is configured
to allow the BIOS of'the computing device 100 to continue the
initialization process for other components of the computing
device 100 while waiting on a response from the security
co-processor. As discussed in detail below, this eliminates
substantial latency associated with waiting on a response
from the security co-processor for each of the security co-
processor commands sent to the security co-processor.

The computing device 100 may be embodied as any type of
computing device capable of improving platform initializa-
tion and performing the functions described herein. For
example, the computing device 100 may be embodied as a
cellular phone, smartphone, tablet computer, laptop com-
puter, personal digital assistant, mobile Internet device, desk-
top computer, server, and/or any other computing communi-
cation device. As shown in FIG. 1, the illustrative computing
device 100 includes a processor 110, an input/output (“1/0”)
subsystem 112, a memory 114, a data storage 116, one or
more peripheral devices 118, and a security co-processor 120.
Of course, the computing device 100 may include other or
additional components, such as those commonly found in a
typical computing device (e.g., various input/output devices,
communication circuitry, etc.), in other embodiments. Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, one or more of the illustrative
components may be incorporated in, or otherwise from a
portion of another component. For example, the memory 114,
or portions thereof, may be incorporated in the processor 110
in some embodiments.

The processor 110 may be embodied as any type of pro-
cessor capable of performing the functions described herein.
For example, the processor may be embodied as a single or
multi-core processor(s), digital signal processor, microcon-
troller, or other processor or processing/controlling circuit.
Similarly, the memory 114 may be embodied as any type of
volatile or non-volatile memory or data storage capable of
performing the functions described herein. In operation, the
memory 114 may store various data and software used during
operation of the computing device 100 such as operating
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systems, applications, programs, libraries, and drivers, The
memory 114 is communicatively coupled to the processor
110 via the I/O subsystem 112, which may be embodied as
circuitry and/or components to facilitate input/output opera-
tions with the processor 110, the memory 114, and other
components of the computing device 100. For example, the
1/0 subsystem 112 may be embodied as, or otherwise include,
memory controller hubs, input/output control hubs, firmware
devices, communication links (i.e. point-to-point links, bus
links, wires, cables, light guides, printed circuit board traces,
etc.) and/or other components and subsystems to facilitate the
input/output operations. In some embodiments, the /O sub-
system 112 may form a portion of a system-on-a-chip (SoC)
and be incorporated, along with the processor 110, the
memory 114, and other components of the computing device
100, on a single integrated circuit chip.

The data storage 116 may be embodied as any type of
device or devices configured for short-term or long-term stor-
age of data such as, for example, memory devices and cir-
cuits, memory cards, hard disk drives, solid-state drives, or
other data storage devices. The peripheral devices 118 of the
computing device 100 may include any number of additional
peripheral or interface devices. The particular devices
included in the peripheral devices 118 may depend on, for
example, the type and/or intended use of the computing
device 100.

The security co-processor 120 may be embodied as any
hardware component(s) or circuitry capable of performing
the functions described herein. In some embodiments, the
security co-processor 120 is capable of establishing a trusted
execution environment. For example, the security co-proces-
sor 120 may be embodied as a trusted platform module
(TPM), a manageability engine (ME), a converged security
engine (CSE), or another out-of-band processor. In some
embodiments, the security co-processor 120 is embodied as
an out-of-band processor configured to operate indepen-
dently and in an out-of-band manner relative to the processor
110.

Referring now to FIG. 2, in use, the computing device 100
establishes an environment 200 for improving platform ini-
tialization. The environment 200 in the illustrative embodi-
ment includes a security co-processor driver module 202 and
a basic input/output system (BIOS) module 204. Addition-
ally, the security co-processor driver module 202 further
includes an application programming interface 206, a timer
module 208, and a security co-processor interrupt handler
210. Each of the security co-processor driver module 202, the
BIOS module 204, the application programming interface
206, the timer module 208, and the security co-processor
interrupt handler 210 may be embodied as hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, or a combination thereof.

The security co-processor driver module 202 manages the
communication between the security co-processor 120 and
the other components of the computing device 100. For
example, as discussed in detail below, the security co-proces-
sor driver module 202 may transmit a security co-processor
command to the security co-processor 120 for execution or
other processing. Rather than waiting for the security co-
processor to respond, which typically results in significant
latency, in some embodiments, the security co-processor
driver module 202 queries or otherwise polls the status of the
security co-processor 120 to determine whether the response
of'the security co-processor 120 is ready and, if not, resumes
other initialization as discussed in more detail below.

The BIOS module 204 may begin initialization of a plat-
form of the computing device 100. As such, in some embodi-
ments, the BIOS module 204 initializes and/or tests various
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components of the computing device 100 (e.g., input/output
devices). Additionally, the BIOS module 204 may communi-
cate and interact with the security co-processor driver module
202 using the application programming interface (API) 206
of the security co-processor driver module 202. In some
embodiments, the BIOS module 204 does not communicate
directly with the security co-processor 120 but instead uses
the security co-processor driver module 202 as an intermedi-
ary. Accordingly, when the BIOS module 204 wants to send a
security co-processor command, the BIOS module 204 sends
that command to the security co-processor driver module 202
rather than to the security co-processor 120 directly. As dis-
cussed below, the security co-processor 120 adds that security
co-processor command to a command list. Similarly, when a
response from the security co-processor 120 is received by
the security co-processor driver module 202, the response
may in turn be forwarded to the BIOS module 204. Of course,
in some embodiments, certain security co-processor com-
mands may not elicit a response from the security co-proces-
sor 120 and/or may not need to be forwarded to the BIOS
module 204 by the security co-processor driver module 202.

The timer module 208 is configured to establish a periodic
interrupt of the initialization of platform of the computing
device 100. For example, in some embodiments, the timer
module 208 may include or otherwise utilize a High Precision
Event Timer (HPET) or other hardware timer. In one embodi-
ment, the periodic interrupt established by the timer module
208 is a real-time interrupt that occurs whenever a clock of the
computing device 100 reaches a certain value. Of course, in
other embodiments, the timer module 208 may establish an
interrupt that is aperiodic or has a period that changes (e.g., a
set of periods). For example, the interrupt may occur less
frequently during one BIOS phase than during another BIOS
phase (i.e., the period may depend on the BIOS phase). When
the interrupt occurs, the security co-processor interrupt han-
dler 210 is invoked and control is transferred to the security
co-processor interrupt handler 210 (e.g., from the BIOS mod-
ule 204). As discussed in detail below, the security co-pro-
cessor interrupt handler 210 checks the status of the security
co-processor 120 (i.e., determines whether a response to a
prior submitted security co-processor command is ready),
and gets the response from the security co-processor 120 if it
is ready.

If there are any security co-processor commands in the
command list, the security co-processor interrupt handler 210
sends the next command in the list to the security co-proces-
sor 120 for processing, and control is returned from the secu-
rity co-processor interrupt handler 210. Of course, as dis-
cussed above, the response may be forwarded to the BIOS
module 204. In some embodiments, the command list is a list
of security co-processor commands queued for transmission
to the security co-processor 120. For example, in an embodi-
ment in which the security co-processor 120 is a TPM, the
command list is a list of TPM commands sent from the BIOS
module 204 to the security co-processor driver module 202
(or TPM driver module in such an embodiment) to be queued
for execution. In some embodiments, a security co-processor
command is removed from the command list once it has been
sent to the security co-processor 120 for execution. It should
be appreciated that the order of execution of security co-
processor commands in the command list may vary depend-
ing on the embodiment. For example, in one embodiment, a
first-in, first out (FIFO) policy may be implemented. In
another embodiment, a first-out (LIFO) policy may be used.
In yet another embodiment, a more sophisticated policy may
be used to determine the priority of execution of the security
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co-processor commands. The command list may be stored on
the computing device 100 as any suitable data structure.

Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, in use, the computing
device 100 may execute a method 300 for improving platform
initialization by, for example, allowing the BIOS module 204
to continue the initialization process for other components of
the computing device 100 while waiting on a response from
the security co-processor 120 for each of the security co-
processor commands sent to the security co-processor 120.
The illustrative method 300 begins with block 302 of FIG. 3
in which the computing device 100 determines whether the
computing device 100 is powered on. Once the computing
device 100 has been powered on, the computing device 100
initializes the security co-processor interrupt handler 210 in
block 304. In doing so, in block 306, the computing device
100 initializes a timer. That is, a periodic interrupt of the
initialization of the platform is established as discussed
above. Additionally, in block 308, the computing device 100
initializes a security co-processor command list (e.g., estab-
lishes an appropriate data structure).

In block 310, the computing device 100 begins platform
initialization. For example, the computing device 100 may
begin initializing and/or testing various components of the
computing device 100 (e.g., various input/output compo-
nents). In block 312, the computing device 100 determines
whether a security co-processor command has been received
by the security co-processor driver module 202 from the
BIOS module 204 for transmission to the security co-proces-
sor 120. If so, the computing device 100 adds the security
co-processor command to the security co-processor com-
mand list and continues platform initialization in block 314.
In block 316, the computing device 100 determines whether
the security co-processor interrupt (e.g., a periodic interrupt)
has been triggered. If the computing device 100 determines,
in block 312, that no security co-processor command has
been received from the BIOS module 204, the method 300
advances directly to block 316. If the security co-processor
interrupt has been triggered, the computing device 100
checks the status of the security co-processor 120 in block
318. For example, the computing device 100 determines
whether a response for a previously submitted security co-
processor command is available for transmission from the
security co-processor 120 to the security co-processor driver
module 202. Additionally, if the computing device 100 deter-
mines, in block 316, that the security co-processor interrupt
has not been triggered, the method 300 advances to block 330
in which the computing device 100 determines whether the
non-security co-processor platform initialization is complete
as discussed in more detail below. In other words, in some
embodiments, the security co-processor interrupt handler 210
of'the computing device 100 performs the functions described
in blocks 318-328 of the method 300 only in response to an
occurrence of the security co-processor interrupt.

After checking the status of the security co-processor 120
in block 318, the method 300 advances to block 320 (see FIG.
4). If the computing device 100 determines that a response
from the security co-processor 120 is available in block 320,
the security co-processor driver module 202 ofthe computing
device 100 receives the security co-processor response from
the security co-processor 120 in block 322. However, if the
computing device 100 determines that a response is not ready,
the method 300 advances to block 330. In block 324, the
security co-processor driver module 202 forwards the
received response to the BIOS module 204. In some embodi-
ments, the security co-processor driver module 202 signals an
event to inform the BIOS module 204 that a security co-
processor response is available. In such embodiments, the
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BIOS module 204 is able to retrieve the security co-processor
response via event callback procedures if the response is
needed by the BIOS module 204.

In block 326, the computing device 100 determines
whether the security co-processor command list is empty.
That is, the computing device 100 determines whether there
are any security co-processor commands waiting for execu-
tion by the security co-processor 120. If the command list is
empty, the method 300 advances to block 330. If however, the
command list is not empty, the security co-processor driver
module 202 sends the next security co-processor command to
the security co-processor 120 for execution in block 328. As
discussed above, the priority of execution of the security
co-processor commands in the command list may vary
depending on the particular policy implemented. In block
330, the computing device 100 determines whether the non-
security co-processor platform initialization is complete. In
other words, the computing device 100 determines whether
the security co-processor commands (i.e., the commands in
the security co-processor command list) are the only com-
mands left to be executed in order to complete platform
initialization. Of course, in some embodiments, there may be
additional commands to be executed by the BIOS module 204
that rely on a response to a security co-processor command
from the security co-processor 120. In such an embodiment,
the computing device 100 may determine, for example,
whether the security co-processor commands are the only
commands capable of currently being executed.

If the non-security co-processor platform initialization is
complete, the computing device 100 stops the timer in block
332. That is, the computing device 100 stops interrupting the
platform initialization. In block 334, the computing device
100 determines whether the security co-processor command
list is empty. It should be appreciated that if the non-security
co-processor platform initialization is complete and there are
no security co-processor commands remaining in the com-
mand list for execution, the platform initialization is complete
and an operating system of the computing device 100 may
now be booted. Accordingly, in block 338, the computing
device 100 boots the operating system. Of course, in some
embodiments, the computing device 100 may include more
than one operating system. As such, a default operating sys-
tem may be booted, a user of the computing device 100 may
be given an option to choose an operating system for booting,
or some other boot policy may be implemented.

Ifthe computing device 100 determines, in block 334, that
the security co-processor command list is not empty, the
computing device 100 executes the remaining security co-
processor commands in block 336. For example, the security
co-processor driver module 202 may follow the traditional
approach of serially transmitting each security co-processor
command remaining in the command list to the security co-
processor 120 for execution, waiting for a response to each
transmitted command before sending the next, and forward-
ing the responses to the BIOS module 204 to complete ini-
tialization. As discussed above, in some embodiments, one or
more non-security co-processor commands may rely on a
response to a security co-processor command in order to
execute. In such an embodiment, if the non-security co-pro-
cessor command becomes executable by the BIOS module
204 (e.g., due to a response from the security co-processor
120), the method 300 may return to block 330 in which the
computing device 100 determines whether non-security co-
processor platform initialization is complete. The computing
device 100 may also re-enable the timer associated with the
security co-processor interrupt. In other words, in such an
embodiment, the computing device 100 may resume the pro-



US 9,223,983 B2

7

cedures that permit non-security co-processor initialization
of the platform while waiting on a response to a security
co-processor command from the security co-processor 120.
Returning to block 330, if the computing device 100 deter-
mines that the non-security co-processor initialization is not
complete, the method 300 returns to block 312 of FIG. 3 in
which the computing device determines whether a security
co-processor command has been received by the security
co-processor driver module 202 from the BIOS module 204.

Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, a boot flow 502 for the
computing device 100 implementing the method 300 for
improved platform initialization is illustratively shown in
FIG. 5, whereas a boot flow 602 for the computing device 100
implementing a traditional method for platform initialization
is shown in FIG. 6. As shown in FIG. 5, the boot flow 502 is
generally continuous when implementing the platform ini-
tialization for the computing device 100 as described herein.
As discussed above, when the BIOS module 204 encounters
a security co-processor command 504 when initializing the
platform, the command 504 is transmitted to the security
co-processor driver module 202 for execution by the security
co-processor 120. The command 504 is added to a command
list of commands 504 awaiting execution and the BIOS mod-
ule 204 continues platform initialization unrelated to the
security co-processor 120. When an established security co-
processor interrupt is triggered (e.g., by expiration of a given
period of time), the security co-processor interrupt handler
210 determines whether the security co-processor 120 has a
response ready to a previously submitted command 504 and,
if so, receives the response, forwards the response to the BIOS
module 204, and sends the next command 504 in the com-
mand list to the security co-processor 120 for execution. As
such, there is minimal, or otherwise reduced, latency associ-
ated with initializing the security co-processor 120. However,
as illustratively shown in FIG. 6, the traditional method of
initializing the security co-processor 120 involves substantial
time delays associated with waiting for a response from the
security co-processor 120 for each submitted command 604.
Specifically, when the BIOS module 204 encounters a secu-
rity co-processor command 604, the command 604 is trans-
mitted to the security co-processor 120. The BIOS module
204 must wait for a response from the security co-processor
120 for the submitted command 604 before continuing plat-
form initialization. Because initialization of the security co-
processor 120 typically involves the execution of several
(e.g., twenty or more) security co-processor commands 604,
the latency is significant when implementing traditional plat-
form initialization. For example, in the case of a TPM, the
“TpmSelfTest” command must be sent to the TPM during the
PEI (Pre Extensible Firmware Interface Initialization) BIOS
phase, which takes a significant amount to receive a response
from the TPM.

EXAMPLES

Tlustrative examples of the devices, systems, and methods
disclosed herein are provided below. An embodiment of the
devices, systems, and methods may include any one or more,
and any combination of the examples described below.

Example 1 includes a computing device for improving
platform initialization, the computing device comprising a
security co-processor to execute security co-processor com-
mands submitted thereto; a basic input/output system module
to begin initialization of a platform of the computing device;
a security co-processor driver module to add a security co-
processor command to a command list in response to receipt
of the security co-processor command from the basic input/
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8

output system module; and a timer module to establish a
periodic interrupt of the initialization of the platform, wherein
the security co-processor driver module is further to, in
response to an occurrence of the periodic interrupt, (i) query
the security co-processor regarding an availability of a secu-
rity co-processor response to a prior submitted security co-
processor command and GO forward, in response to receipt
of an available security co-processor response, the available
security co-processor response to the basic input/output sys-
tem module.

Example 2 includes the subject matter of Example 1, and
wherein the security co-processor driver module is further to
submit the next security co-processor command in the com-
mand list to the security co-processor in response to receipt of
the available security co-processor response.

Example 3 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1 and 2, and wherein the security co-processor comprises a
trusted platform module.

Example 4 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-3, and wherein the security co-processor comprises a man-
ageability engine.

Example 5 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-4, and wherein the security co-processor comprises a con-
verged security engine.

Example 6 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-5, and wherein the security co-processor comprises an out-
of-band processor.

Example 7 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-6, and wherein the basic input/output module is further to
continue initialization of the platform in response to a return
from the periodic interrupt.

Example 8 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-7, and wherein the timer module is further to discontinue
periodic interruption of the initialization in response to
completion of initialization procedures not involving the
security co-processor commands.

Example 9 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-8, and wherein the security co-processor driver module is
further to, in response to completion of the initialization
procedures not involving the security co-processor com-
mands, (i) submit each security co-processor command
remaining in the command list to the security co-processor
and (ii) forward, in response to receipt of an available security
co-processor response to one of the remaining security co-
processor commands, the available security co-processor
response to the basic input/output system module for each of
the remaining security co-processor commands.

Example 10 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-9, and wherein the basic input/output system module is
further to boot an operating system of the computing device in
response to completion of initialization procedures.

Example 11 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-10, and wherein the command list follows a first in, first out
system.

Example 12 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
1-11, and wherein the command list follows a last in, first out
system.

Example 13 includes a method for improving platform
initialization of a computing device, the method comprising
commencing initialization of a platform of the computing
device using a basic input/output system of the computing
device; receiving, with a security co-processor driver of the
computing device and from the basic input/output system, a
security co-processor command to be executed by a security
co-processor of the computing device; adding, with the secu-
rity co-processor driver, the security co-processor command
to a command list in response to receiving the security co-
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processor command; and interrupting, with the computing
device, the initialization of the platform periodically to (i)
query the security co-processor regarding an availability of a
security co-processor response to a prior submitted security
co-processor command and (ii) forward, in response to
receiving an available security co-processor response, the
available security co-processor response to the basic input/
output system module.

Example 14 includes the subject matter of Example 13, and
wherein interrupting the initialization of the platform com-
prises submitting the next security co-processor command in
the command list to the security co-processor in response to
receiving the available security co-processor response.

Example 15 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13 and 14, and wherein receiving the security co-processor
command comprises receiving, with a trusted platform mod-
ule driver of the computing device and from the basic input/
output system, a trusted platform module command to be
executed by a trusted platform module of the computing
device; wherein adding the security co-processor command
to the command list comprises adding, with the trusted plat-
form module driver, the trusted platform module command to
a command list in response to receiving the trusted platform
module command; and wherein interrupting the initialization
of the platform comprises interrupting, with the computing
device, the initialization of the platform periodically to (i)
query the trusted platform module regarding an availability of
a trusted platform module response to a prior submitted
trusted platform module command and (ii) forward, in
response to receiving an available trusted platform module
response, the available trusted platform module response to
the basic input/output system module.

Example 16 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-15, and wherein interrupting the initialization of the plat-
form comprises submitting the next trusted platform module
command in the command list to the trusted platform module
in response to receiving the available trusted platform module
response.

Example 17 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-16, and wherein receiving the security co-processor com-
mand comprises receiving, with a manageability engine
driver of the computing device and from the basic input/
output system, a manageability engine command to be
executed by a manageability engine of the computing device;
wherein adding the security co-processor command to the
command list comprises adding, with the manageability
engine driver, the manageability engine command to a com-
mand list in response to receiving the manageability engine
command; and wherein interrupting the initialization of the
platform comprises interrupting, with the computing device,
the initialization of the platform periodically to (i) query the
manageability engine regarding an availability of a manage-
ability engine response to a prior submitted manageability
engine command and (ii) forward, in response to receiving an
available manageability engine response, the available man-
ageability engine response to the basic input/output system
module.

Example 18 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-17, and wherein receiving the security co-processor com-
mand comprises receiving, with a converged security engine
driver of the computing device and from the basic input/
output system, a converged security engine command to be
executed by a converged security engine of the computing
device; wherein adding the security co-processor command
to the command list comprises adding, with the converged
security engine driver, the converged security engine com-
mand to a command list in response to receiving the con-
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verged security engine command; and wherein interrupting
the initialization of the platform comprises interrupting, with
the computing device, the initialization of the platform peri-
odically to (i) query the converged security engine regarding
an availability of a converged security engine response to a
prior submitted converged security engine command and (ii)
forward, in response to receiving an available converged
security engine response, the available converged security
engine response to the basic input/output system module.

Example 19 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-18, and further including continuing, on the computing
device, initialization of the platform in response to returning
from the periodic interrupt.

Example 20 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-19, and further including discontinuing, on the computing
device, periodic interruption of the initialization in response
to completing initialization procedures not involving the
security co-processor commands.

Example 21 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-20, and further including submitting, with the computing
device and in response to completing the initialization proce-
dures not involving the security co-processor commands,
each security co-processor command remaining in the com-
mand list to the security co-processor; and forwarding, with
the computing device and in response to receiving an avail-
able security co-processor response to one of the remaining
security co-processor commands, the available security co-
processor response to the basic input/output system for each
of the remaining security co-processor commands.

Example 22 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-21, and further including booting, on the computing
device, an operating system of the computing device in
response to completing the initialization procedures.

Example 23 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-22, and wherein submitting the next security co-processor
command in the command list to the security co-processor
comprises submitting the next security co-processor com-
mand in the command list to the security co-processor on a
first in, first out basis.

Example 24 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
13-23, and wherein submitting the next security co-processor
command in the command list to the security co-processor
comprises submitting the next security co-processor com-
mand in the command list to the security co-processor on a
last in, first out basis.

Example 25 includes a computing device comprising a
processor; and a memory having stored therein a plurality of
instructions that when executed by the processor cause the
computing device to perform the method of any of Examples
13-24.

Example 26 includes one or more machine readable stor-
age media comprising a plurality of instructions stored
thereon that, in response to being executed, result in a com-
puting device performing the method of any of Examples
13-24.

Example 27 includes a computing device for improving
platform initialization, the computing device comprising
means for commencing initialization of a platform of the
computing device using a basic input/output system of the
computing device; means for receiving, with a security co-
processor driver of the computing device and from the basic
input/output system, a security co-processor command to be
executed by a security co-processor of the computing device;
means for adding, with the security co-processor driver, the
security co-processor command to a command list in
response to receiving the security co-processor command;
and means for interrupting the initialization of the platform
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periodically to (i) query the security co-processor regarding
an availability of a security co-processor response to a prior
submitted security co-processor command and (ii) forward,
in response to receiving an available security co-processor
response, the available security co-processor response to the
basic input/output system module.

Example 28 includes the subject matter of Example 27, and
wherein the means for interrupting the initialization of the
platform comprises means for submitting the next security
co-processor command in the command list to the security
co-processor in response to receiving the available security
CO-processor response.

Example 29 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27 and 28, and wherein the means for receiving the security
co-processor command comprises means for receiving, with
a trusted platform module driver of the computing device and
from the basic input/output system, a trusted platform module
command to be executed by a trusted platform module of the
computing device; wherein the means for adding the security
co-processor command to the command list comprises means
for adding, with the trusted platform module driver, the
trusted platform module command to a command list in
response to receiving the trusted platform module command;
and wherein the means for interrupting the initialization of
the platform comprises means for interrupting the initializa-
tion of the platform periodically to (i) query the trusted plat-
form module regarding an availability of a trusted platform
module response to a prior submitted trusted platform module
command and (ii) forward, in response to receiving an avail-
able trusted platform module response, the available trusted
platform module response to the basic input/output system
module.

Example 30 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-29, and wherein the means for interrupting the initializa-
tion of the platform comprises means for submitting the next
trusted platform module command in the command list to the
trusted platform module in response to receiving the available
trusted platform module response.

Example 31 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-30, and wherein the means for receiving the security co-
processor command comprises means for receiving, with a
manageability engine driver of the computing device and
from the basic input/output system, a manageability engine
command to be executed by a manageability engine of the
computing device; wherein the means for adding the security
co-processor command to the command list comprises means
for adding, with the manageability engine driver, the manage-
ability engine command to a command list in response to
receiving the manageability engine command; and wherein
the means for interrupting the initialization of the platform
comprises means for interrupting the initialization of the plat-
form periodically to (i) query the manageability engine
regarding an availability of a manageability engine response
to a prior submitted manageability engine command and (ii)
forward, in response to receiving an available manageability
engine response, the available manageability engine response
to the basic input/output system module.

Example 32 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-31, and wherein the means for receiving the security co-
processor command comprises means for receiving, with a
converged security engine driver of the computing device and
from the basic input/output system, a converged security
engine command to be executed by a converged security
engine of the computing device; wherein the means for add-
ing the security co-processor command to the command list
comprises means for adding, with the converged security
engine driver, the converged security engine command to a
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command list in response to receiving the converged security
engine command; and wherein the means for interrupting the
initialization of the platform comprises means for interrupt-
ing the initialization of the platform periodically to (i) query
the converged security engine regarding an availability of a
converged security engine response to a prior submitted con-
verged security engine command and (ii) forward, in
response to receiving an available converged security engine
response, the available converged security engine response to
the basic input/output system module.

Example 33 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-32, and further including means for continuing initializa-
tion of the platform in response to returning from the periodic
interrupt.

Example 34 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-33, and further including means for discontinuing peri-
odic interruption of the initialization in response to complet-
ing initialization procedures not involving the security co-
processor commands.

Example 35 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-34, and further including means for submitting, in
response to completing the initialization procedures not
involving the security co-processor commands, each security
co-processor command remaining in the command list to the
security co-processor; and means for forwarding, in response
to receiving an available security co-processor response to
one of the remaining security co-processor commands, the
available security co-processor response to the basic input/
output system for each of the remaining security co-processor
commands.

Example 36 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-35, and further means for comprising booting an operating
system of the computing device in response to completing the
initialization procedures.

Example 37 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-36, and wherein the means for submitting the next security
co-processor command in the command list to the security
co-processor comprises means for submitting the next secu-
rity co-processor command in the command list to the secu-
rity co-processor on a first in, first out basis.

Example 38 includes the subject matter of any of Examples
27-37, and wherein the means for submitting the next security
co-processor command in the command list to the security
co-processor comprises means for submitting the next secu-
rity co-processor command in the command list to the secu-
rity co-processor on a last in, first out basis.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computing device for improving platform initializa-
tion, the computing device comprising:

a security co-processor to execute security co-processor

commands submitted thereto;

a basic input/output system module to begin initialization
of a platform of the computing device;

a security co-processor driver module to add a security
co-processor command to a command list in response to
receipt of the security co-processor command from the
basic input/output system module; and

a timer module to establish a periodic interrupt of the
initialization of the platform and to discontinue periodic
interruption of the initialization in response to comple-
tion of initialization procedures not involving the secu-
rity co-processor commands,

wherein the security co-processor driver module is further
to (i) query, in response to an occurrence of the periodic
interrupt, the security co-processor regarding an avail-
ability of a security co-processor response to a prior
submitted security co-processor command (ii) forward,
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in response to receipt of an available security co-proces-
sor response, the available security co-processor
response to the basic input/output system module, (iii)
submit, in response to completion of the initialization
procedures not involving the security co-processor com-
mands, each security co-processor command remaining
in the command list to the security co-processor, and (iv)
forward, in response to receipt of an available security
co-processor response to one of the remaining security
co-processor commands, the available security co-pro-
cessor response to the basic input/output system module
for each of the remaining security co-processor com-
mands.

2. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the security
co-processor driver module is further to submit the next secu-
rity co-processor command in the command list to the secu-
rity co-processor in response to receipt of the available secu-
rity co-processor response.

3. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the security
co-processor comprises a trusted platform module.

4. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the security
co-processor comprises one of a manageability engine and a
converged security engine.

5. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the security
co-processor comprises an out-of-band processor.

6. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the basic
input/output module is further to continue initialization of the
platform in response to a return from the periodic interrupt.

7. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the basic
input/output system module is further to boot an operating
system of the computing device in response to completion of
initialization procedures.

8. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the command
list follows one of: a first in, first out system and a last in, first
out system.

9. One or more non-transitory, machine-readable storage
media comprising a plurality of instructions stored thereon
that, in response to execution by a computing device, cause
the computing device to:

commence initialization of a platform of the computing

device using a basic input/output system of the comput-
ing device;

receive, with a security co-processor driver of the comput-

ing device and from the basic input/output system, a
security co-processor command to be executed by a
security co-processor of the computing device;

add, with the security co-processor driver, the security

co-processor command to a command list in response to
receipt of the security co-processor command;

interrupt the initialization of the platform periodically to (i)

query the security co-processor regarding an availability
of a security co-processor response to a prior submitted
security co-processor command and (ii) forward, in
response to receipt of an available security co-processor
response, the available security co-processor response to
the basic input/output system module;

discontinue periodic interruption of the initialization in

response to completion of initialization procedures not
involving the security co-processor commands;

submit, in response to completion of the initialization pro-

cedures not involving the security co-processor com-
mands, each security co-processor command remaining
in the command list to the security co-processor; and
forward, in response to receipt of an available security
co-processor response to one of the remaining security
co-processor commands, the available security co-pro-
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cessor response to the basic input/output system for each
of the remaining security co-processor commands.

10. The one or more non-transitory, machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 9, wherein to interrupt the initialization of
the platform comprises to submit the next security co-proces-
sor command in the command list to the security co-processor
in response to receipt of the available security co-processor
response.

11. The one or more non-transitory, machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 9, wherein to receive the security co-
processor command comprises to receive, with a trusted plat-
form module driver of the computing device and from the
basic input/output system, a trusted platform module com-
mand to be executed by a trusted platform module of the
computing device;

wherein to add the security co-processor command to the

command list comprises to add, with the trusted plat-
form module driver, the trusted platform module com-
mand to a command list in response to receipt of the
trusted platform module command; and

wherein to interrupt the initialization of the platform com-

prises to interrupt the initialization of the platform peri-
odically to (i) query the trusted platform module regard-
ing an availability of a trusted platform module response
to a prior submitted trusted platform module command
and (ii) forward, in response to receipt of an available
trusted platform module response, the available trusted
platform module response to the basic input/output sys-
tem module.

12. The one or more non-transitory, machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 11, wherein to interrupt the initialization
of'the platform comprises to submit the next trusted platform
module command in the command list to the trusted platform
module in response to receiving the available trusted platform
module response.

13. The one or more transitory, machine-readable storage
media of claim 9, wherein the plurality of instructions further
cause the computing device to continue initialization of the
platform in response to a return from the periodic interrupt.

14. A method for improving platform initialization of a
computing device, the method comprising:

commencing initialization of a platform of the computing

device using a basic input/output system of the comput-
ing device;

receiving, with a security co-processor driver of the com-

puting device and from the basic input/output system, a
security co-processor command to be executed by a
security co-processor of the computing device;
adding, with the security co-processor driver, the security
co-processor command to a command list in response to
receiving the security co-processor command;

interrupting, with the computing device, the initialization
of the platform periodically to (i) query the security
co-processor regarding an availability of a security co-
processor response to a prior submitted security co-
processor command and (ii) forward, in response to
receiving an available security co-processor response,
the available security co-processor response to the basic
input/output system module;

discontinuing, with the computing device, periodic inter-

ruption of the initialization in response to completing
initialization procedures not involving the security co-
processor commands;

submitting, with the computing device and in response to

completing the initialization procedures not involving
the security co-processor commands, each security co-
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processor command remaining in the command list to
the security co-processor; and

forwarding, with the computing device and in response to

receiving an available security co-processor response to
one of the remaining security co-processor commands,
the available security co-processor response to the basic
input/output system for each of the remaining security
co-processor commands.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein interrupting the ini-
tialization of the platform comprises submitting the next
security co-processor command in the command list to the
security co-processor in response to receiving the available
security co-processor response.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein receiving the security
co-processor command comprises receiving, with a trusted
platform module driver of the computing device and from the
basic input/output system, a trusted platform module com-
mand to be executed by a trusted platform module of the
computing device;

wherein adding the security co-processor command to the

command list comprises adding, with the trusted plat-
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form module driver, the trusted platform module com-
mand to a command list in response to receiving the
trusted platform module command; and

wherein interrupting the initialization of the platform com-

prises interrupting, with the computing device, the ini-
tialization of the platform periodically to (i) query the
trusted platform module regarding an availability of a
trusted platform module response to a prior submitted
trusted platform module command and (ii) forward, in
response to receiving an available trusted platform mod-
ule response, the available trusted platform module
response to the basic input/output system module.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein interrupting the ini-
tialization of the platform comprises submitting the next
trusted platform module command in the command list to the
trusted platform module in response to receiving the available
trusted platform module response.

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising continu-
ing, on the computing device, initialization of the platform in
response to returning from the periodic interrupt.
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